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TIME TO STOP SEWAGE LEAKS, SAVE THE SOUND TELLS WESTCHESTER 
Sewage leaks and overflows violate federal law, threaten public health and Long Island Sound’s 

ecosystem 
 

Mamaroneck, NY— Save the Sound today issued a Notice of Intent to Sue Westchester County for 
ongoing violations of the Clean Water Act in the New Rochelle, Mamaroneck, Blind Brook, and Port 
Chester sanitary sewer districts. The letter allows Save the Sound to file a formal complaint in federal 
court in 60 days if the violations named in the letter are not remedied.     
 
“For over a decade, state, county, and municipal officials have failed to effectively address sewage 
overflows and leaking sewer pipes in Westchester County,” said Roger Reynolds, legal director of 
Save the Sound. “Rainwater infiltrates cracked and broken sewer pipes that lead to County trunk lines, 
forcing raw sewage out and causing illegal high flows that overwhelm the County’s sewage treatment 
infrastructure. This regularly causes discharges of raw or partially treated sewage that contaminate Long 
Island Sound with bacteria and excess nitrogen. The result is closed beaches and closed shellfish beds.  
The sewage also contains excess nitrogen pollution, a cause of low-oxygen dead zones where aquatic 
life cannot survive. The county and the municipalities have known since at least 2003 that much more is 
needed to be done to fix these problems and the actions taken so far have been woefully inadequate. 
Now is the time for meaningful, enforceable action that will finally put an end to raw sewage overflows.” 
 
The notice letter is addressed solely to Westchester County and relevant regulatory authorities, but 
involves conduct by the County and the municipalities of Harrison, Larchmont, Town of Mamaroneck, 
Village of Mamaroneck, New Rochelle, North Castle, Pelham Manor, Port Chester, Rye, Rye Brook, 
Scarsdale, and White Plains.  
 
Specifically, the Notice of Intent to Sue alleges that the County violates the Clean Water Act by: 

1) Discharging partially treated sewage from the Flint Ave and Cherry Ave SSO control facility in the 
New Rochelle Sewer District in violation of the relevant Clean Water Permit; 

2) Failing to enforce the County Sewer Act to limit illegal levels of flow from municipalities in the New 
Rochelle, Mamaroneck, Blind Brook, and Port Chester Sanitary Sewer Districts; and 

3) Failing to implement state-mandated flow reduction requirements with municipalities in the New 
Rochelle, Mamaroneck, Blind Brook, and Port Chester Sanitary Sewer Districts that are sufficient 
to end illegal sewage discharges.   

 
Save the Sound is calling on Westchester County to: 

1) Fix leaking pipes that run from private homes and businesses into the public sewer system; 
2) Fix leaking town and county pipes; 
3) Establish enforceable timelines for repairs; and 
4) Establish a sufficient funding source to complete the necessary work in the required timeline. 

 
“We are blessed with this magnificent body of water at our doorsteps, but kids and adults rightfully fear 
playing in and on it,” said Doug McKeige, Save the Sound board member and resident of the Village 



of Mamaroneck. “Our precious wildlife from the tiniest organisms to the largest fish and birds are killed 
off or have to escape as the low-oxygen dead zone rears its head each summer. Why spend hundreds of 
millions to rebuild the sewage treatment plants and not fix the broken-down collection pipes? Why repair 
your car's engine but not fix its flat tire?” 
 
“As residents of Westchester County, we need to understand that old, leaking and poorly maintained 
sewer pipes are the main reason our beaches are closed after rain, we are prohibited from harvesting 
clams or oyster in our local bays and harbors, and our kids get sick when they enter the water. This 
pollution poses a dangerous threat to health—one that we’ve tolerated for far too long,” said Tracy 
Brown, director of western Long Island Sound programs for Save the Sound. “Last summer, Save 
the Sound’s water quality sampling of bacterial levels in three local rivers—the Hutchinson, the Beaver 
Swamp Brook, and the Mamaroneck Rivers—documented multiple times where bacterial levels greatly 
exceeded EPA swimming and public health levels. The New York State DEC has also found that our 
Westchester coastal waters and many of our rivers are contaminated with bacteria and unsafe for 
swimming for significant parts of the year. These sewage overflows pose a serious public health risk and 
contribute to the degradation of Long Island Sound and the creatures that call it home. The western 
Sound and waters surrounding Westchester County got a D+ in an ecological report card released just a 
few days ago. Clearly, Band-Aid solutions are not getting the job done. The County and sewer districts 
must take serious action to stanch the flow of raw bacterial and nitrogen-filled sewage into the Sound. 
The Sound deserves better, and the families of Westchester deserve a safe Sound for swimming, 
clamming, and boating.” 
 

### 
 

Save the Sound is a bi-state program of Connecticut Fund for the Environment with an established 40-
year track record of restoring and protecting the waters and shorelines of the Sound. From its offices in 
New Haven and Mamaroneck, Save the Sound works for a cleaner, healthier, and more vibrant Long 
Island Sound where humans and marine life can prosper year-round. Our success is based on scientific 
knowledge, legal expertise, and thousands of ordinary people teaming up achieve results that benefit our 
environment for current and future generations. 

 
TOWNS AND SEWER DISTRICTS INVOLVED 

 The New Rochelle Sanitary Sewer District collects and treats wastewater from four municipalities: 
the City of New Rochelle, the Town of Mamaroneck, the Village of Larchmont, and the Village of 
Pelham Manor.  

 The Mamaroneck Sanitary Sewer District serves the following municipalities: City of New 
Rochelle, City of Rye, City of White Plains, the Town/Village of Harrison, the Town of 
Mamaroneck, Village of Mamaroneck, and the Village of Scarsdale. 

 The Blind Brook Sanitary Sewer District serves the following municipalities: the City of Rye, the 
Town/Village of Harrison, the Village of Mamaroneck, and the Village of Rye Brook. 

 The Port Chester Sanitary Sewer District serves the following municipalities: the Village of 
Mamaroneck and the Village of Rye Brook. 

 
BACKGROUND 

 2015 Long Island Sound ecological health report card: http://ecoreportcard.org/report-cards/long-
island-sound/  

 Save the Sound’s water quality monitoring program: http://www.ctenvironment.org/#!water-
quality/cuk0  

 Save the Sound’s nitrogen petition to the EPA: 
https://greencitiesbluewaters.wordpress.com/2015/02/10/save-the-sound-petitions-epa-to-slash-
nitrogen-pollution-in-sound/  
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