
Executive Summary 
The notice letter is addressed solely to Westchester County and relevant regulatory 
authorities, but it involves conduct by the County and the municipalities of Harrison, 
Larchmont, Town of Mamaroneck, Mamaroneck Village, New Rochelle, North Castle, 
Pelham Manor, Port Chester, Rye, Rye Brook, Scarsdale and White Plains in failing to 
control excessive flow from inflow and infiltration from old leaking sewer pipes that feed 
the County trunk lines. The illegal excess flow overwhelms the County’s sewage 
treatment infrastructure and regularly results in discharges of raw or partially treated 
sewage that pollute and contaminate Long Island Sound leading to contaminated water, 
closed beaches, closed shellfish beds and large dead zones where aquatic life cannot 
survive. 
 
Specifically, the Notice of Intent to Sue alleges that the County violates the Clean Water 
Act by (1) Discharging partially treated sewage from the Flint Ave & Cherry Ave – SSO 
control facility in the New Rochelle Sewer District, (2) Failing to enforce the County 
Sewer Act to limit illegal levels of flow from municipalities in the New Rochelle, 
Mamaroneck, Blind Brook and Port Chester Sanitary Sewer Districts, and (3) Failing to 
implement state-mandated flow reduction requirements with municipalities in the New 
Rochelle, Mamaroneck, Blind Brook and Port Chester Sanitary Sewer Districts sufficient 
to end illegal sewage discharges. 
 
The petition is prompted by the decades-long failure by the NYSDEC, Westchester 
County, and the Municipalities in the New Rochelle, Mamaroneck, Blind Brook, and Port 
Chester Sanitary Sewer Districts to effectively address sanitary sewage overflows and 
inflow and infiltration (“I/I”) of stormwater and groundwater. When it rains the sewage 
collection system and treatment plants get overwhelmed and deluged by infiltration and 
inflow from old leaky sewage pipes and illegally connected roof leaders and sump 
pumps. Because the treatment plants and collection pipes can’t handle the volume, raw 
sewage overflows from the pipes, often at manholes, and large volumes of wastewater 
is only partial treated at the plants before being discharged into the Sound and its 
tributaries. As a result, Long Island Sound is contaminated with pathogens and 
beaches and shellfish beds are regularly closed after big storms. In the water quality 
report card released this Monday, western Long Island Sound received a D+ grade. The 
families of Westchester deserve better. 
 
Since 1998, Westchester County has been subject to various NYSDEC Consent Orders 
to ensure compliance with the Clean Water Act. Yet despite a lot of activity, many of the 
consent orders and permit requirements remain unheeded and unenforced while others 
have proven manifestly insufficient to stop the problem. 
 
This letter does not address nitrogen reductions that were required in these same 
sewage treatment plants by a bi-state and federal agreement reached in 2000 (A Total 
Maximum Daily Load Analysis to Achieve Water Quality Standards for Dissolved 
Oxygen in Long Island Sound or “TMDL”) to reduce nitrogen in their plants by 58.5% by 
2014. They were one of the only communities subject to that agreement that missed the 
deadline, requiring a three year extension to 2017. 



 
During this period they were also required to address the flow (I/I) problems that are the 
subject of this notice letter. This problem was almost completely neglected for decades 
and as a result, there are still substantial investments that must be made. Band aids 
and temporary patches will no longer work or be acceptable, Westchester can, and 
must under law, address this ongoing a systematic public health, safety and 
environmental threat. 


