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September 15, 2015 

 

Secretary Kimberly D. Bose 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  

888 First Street, NE, Room 1A 

Washington, DC  20426 

 

 

Re: Proposed Northeast Energy Direct Project, Tennessee Gas Pipeline L.L.C/Kinder 

Morgan (FERC Docket No. PF14-22-000)  

 

Dear Secretary Bose, 

 

Connecticut Fund for the Environment (CFE) writes to express deep concern over the 

potential impact of the Northeast Energy Direct Project, a section of which could significantly 

impact important protected lands within one of Connecticut’s drinking-water watersheds. 

 

CFE is a non-profit environmental organization with over 5,500 members in Connecticut 

and New York. The mission of CFE, and its bi-state program Save the Sound, is to protect and 

improve the land, air, and water of Connecticut and Long Island Sound. We use legal and 

scientific expertise and bring people together to achieve results that benefit our environment for 

current and future generations.  

 

CFE has a longstanding interest in ensuring that all Connecticut residents have a safe and 

clean source of drinking water. In 2002, CFE helped form the Endangered Lands Coalition 

(ELC), a statewide network of members dedicated to protecting Connecticut’s drinking water 

through organizing local support and legislative action. By 2006, approximately 170 members 

and over 80 state and local elected officials had joined the coalition. 

 

CFE and the ELC have succeeded in permanently protecting approximately 500 acres of 

electric utility lands, Fairfield County’s 800-acre Trout Brook Valley property, 15,500 acres of 

reservoir lands formerly owned by the Kelda Group, and a beautiful 25-acre reservoir in New 

Milford, which is surrounded by 150 acres of pristine forest and is now a nature park. In addition 

to these land conservation efforts, we achieved statutory protection for 25,000 acres of Class II 

water company-owned lands by requiring that their sale be subject to a permanent conservation 

easement. 

 CFE is concerned that the proposed Northeast Energy Direct Project may negatively 

impact Connecticut’s drinking water and natural resources. The proposed siting route would 

result in the pipeline traversing Class I and Class II protected lands. These lands belong to the 
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Metropolitan District, which provides drinking water to hundreds of thousands of Connecticut 

residents in the greater Hartford area. State law provides special protections for Class I and II 

lands to ensure that the state’s drinking water resources are not threatened.   

 

 At this time, the initial environmental review process appears deficient.  In addition to 

inadequately addressing potential impact to critical natural resources, CFE has not seen any 

alternatives analysis for the proposed pipeline. We urge the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (FERC) to require the project applicants to conduct a rigorous environmental 

review and alternatives analysis that fully considers siting options that would avoid Class I and 

Class II protected lands in Connecticut. Alternative pipeline routes that would not imperil 

Connecticut’s drinking water should be carefully analyzed before the currently proposed route 

receives any further consideration.  

 

 Finally, numerous Connecticut residents and organizations have expressed concern that 

they are being left out of the decision-making process. CFE urges FERC to require the applicants 

to engage in substantial stakeholder outreach to ensure that all interested citizens can provide 

input on the proposed project. The applicants should provide ample public notice and hold a 

series of public meetings so citizens have adequate opportunity to provide comment.  

 

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

        /s/ Shannon Smyth Laun   

        Shannon Smyth Laun 

        Energy & Environment Attorney 

        Connecticut Fund for the Environment 

slaun@ctenvironment.org 

Tel: (203) 787-0646 ext. 122 

Fax: (203) 787-0246 

 


