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DRINKING WATER LANDS AT RISK; CFE INTERVENES IN PIPELINE APPLICATION 

Proposed gas pipeline route threatens protected lands 

 

New Haven, Conn.—Connecticut Fund for the Environment and its bi-state program Save the Sound 

formally intervened today in a Tennessee-based power company’s application to build a gas pipeline 

across 5.7 miles of protected lands in West Hartford, Conn. The parcel, owned by the Metropolitan 

District Commission (MDC), consists of Class I and Class II watershed lands that include multiple 

drinking water reservoirs. 

 

“The proposed route for this gas pipeline violates state land protection laws designed to safeguard the 

drinking water supply and public health,” said Roger Reynolds, legal director for CFE/Save the 

Sound. “Class I and II lands should only be used for the purposes of protecting water quality—not 

assigned or transferred to a power company like Kinder-Morgan for industrialization. And for good 

reason: constructing, maintaining, and operating pipelines on protected drinking supply lands would 

negatively impact the purity and adequacy of drinking water that Connecticut has done so much in the 

past to protect.   Moreover, it does not appear that alternatives have even been considered that would 

avoid these lands. This impact on protected drinking water land is not in the public convenience and 

necessity and should be denied.”  

 

CFE/Save the Sound’s motion to intervene, filed with the Federal Energy Resources Commission 

(FERC), notes that Kinder-Morgan’s application to FERC is deficient because it makes no mention of 

the protected status of the lands nor analyzes alternate routes that would protect water quality and other 

natural resources. The motion also questions the power company’s claim that there is a need for more 

natural gas in New England, observing that without substantial demonstrated need, new infrastructure to 

increase capacity is unnecessary. 

 

“Connecticut citizens fought hard to pass some of the strongest drinking water protection laws in the 

country,” said Leah Lopez Schmalz, program director for CFE/Save the Sound. “In addition to 

filtering our drinking water, the MDC lands are one of the best-loved recreation spots in Connecticut, 

with thousands of hikers and birders visiting a month This pipeline would not only disturb the serenity 

of the New England National Scenic Trail, but would badly disrupt wildlife habitat that could be home 

to multiple endangered plant and animal species. Building a gas pipeline here goes against more than 

two decades of state policy and would set a dangerous precedent.” 
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