
 

 

 

 

          

          February 18, 2016 

 

Dear Mayor Gamble and Members of the Bloomfield Town Council: 

We are writing to express our grave concern regarding the Niagara bottling facility currently 

proposed for Bloomfield. This project is bad for the environment, bad for residents, and bad for 

Connecticut. 

From cradle to grave, plastic-bottled water is detrimental to the environment. Whether the 

processing required to produce the bottles, the greenhouse gas emissions generated from 

transporting the bottled water to market, or the staggering quantities of plastic litter they create in 

our coasts and waterways, the answer is the same: tap water in reusable containers is best for 

human health and the environment. Each year Connecticut Fund for the Environment, and its 

program Save the Sound, coordinate nearly 2000 citizen volunteers for International Coastal 

Clean-up. And each year plastic bottles, particularly water bottles, are among the litter most 

often recorded. At a time when the state should be identifying ways to combat plastic litter, 

generating new streams of pollution moves us in the wrong direction. 

Additionally, permitting a project of this magnitude prior to the completion of the State Water 

Plan is a poor policy decision with state-wide effects. Sparked by a smaller proposal—UCONN’s 

desire to use 1.3 million gallons of water per day—the development of a State Water Plan has 

been underway for over a year. Allowing Niagara to sell 1.8 million gallons a day of 

Connecticut’s water across the Northeast prior to the completion of this process runs counter to 

the state’s desire to fully understand our water supplies and to develop better-informed state 

guidelines for water usage.  

Lastly, the size of this withdrawal indicates a potential for serious impact to Connecticut’s water 

supply and economy. The adequacy and quality of our drinking water supply is of paramount 

interest to the citizens of the state, therefore it is critical to provide substantial public input 

opportunities and sufficient transparency around decision making. Citizens from Bloomfield and 

surrounding communities have tirelessly organized, packing town meetings, written comments, 

and earned print and radio coverage. But the city’s government appears to have pressed forward 

with only cursory reviews. We request that further and more-timely information is provided to 



the public and that new, and frequent opportunities for input be developed as discussions around 

this proposal continue. 

We ask Bloomfield and our elected officials to stand up against Niagara, stop this bottling plant, 

and protect the future of MDC’s watershed and our drinking water supplies.  

Sincerely, 

 
Leah Lopez Schmalz 

Program Director 

  

Connecticut Fund for the Environment,  

and its bi-state program Save the Sound 

142 Temple Street, Suite 305 

New Haven, CT 06510 

203.787.0646  

203.787.0246 fax 

lschmalz@ctenvironment.org 

www.ctenvironment.org 
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